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H88-0048.  Dykstra, D. Ivan (1915-1999). 
 Papers, 1946-1999.  2.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College class of 1935; Hope College professor of 
philosophy (1947-1980); Distinguished Alumnus Award (1970) and 
Hope Outstanding Professor-Educator Award (1979). Collection 
includes articles, book reviews, correspondence, Ph.D. dissertation, 
lectures, manuscripts, his professional memoirs, and photographs of 
Dykstra.  The major part of the collection consists of the class lectures 
(digital) and lectures and manuscripts written during his tenure at 
Hope, including a tribute to A. J. Muste. 
 
Accession No:  H88-0048 
Provenance:  D. Ivan Dykstra 
Donor:   D. Ivan Dykstra 
Photographs:  14 images, 7 negatives (Box 2) 
Processed by:  Jenifer Smith, October 1993 
   Leon Witteveen, October 1993 
 
Biography 
 
 D. Ivan Dykstra, Ph.D., is professor emeritus of philosophy at Hope College, where he 
began his teaching career in 1947.  Originally a professor of Greek, Dykstra moved to the 
department of philosophy in 1950.  He retired from teaching in 1980. 
 A native of South Dakota, Dykstra grew up in Iowa and graduated from Hope College in 
1935.  He was awarded the bachelor of theology degree from Western Theological Seminary in 
1938, and received his Ph.D. in theology from Yale University in 1945.  He was chairman of the 
department of philosophy from 1950-1977.  His special interests have been focused on the 
history of philosophy and the philosophy of science.  In 1970, he received one of Hope's first 
Distinguished Alumnus Awards and in 1979 was awarded the Hope Outstanding Professor-
Educator Award.  D. Ivan Dykstra died on Sunday, February 28, 1999, at age 83. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The D. Ivan Dykstra papers consist primarily of lectures and manuscripts written during 
his tenure as professor of philosophy at Hope College from 1947 to 1980.  The lecture series 
includes addresses and a tribute to A. J. Muste.  The collection also includes some articles, book 
reviews, correspondence, photographs of Dr. Dykstra, and his professional memoirs.   
 The collection is arranged alphabetically by type of material.  The lectures and 
manuscripts are arranged alphabetically by title.  The photographs include 14 images and 7 
negatives.  Correspondents include Irwin Lubbers, Calvin Vander Werf, Guy Vander Jagt, and 
colleagues on the Hope College faculty. 
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Container List 
 
Box 1                                        
 
 Articles, 1947-1989 
 Biographical, 1957-1999 
 Book Reviews 
  Blanshard, Brand.  Reason and Belief, 1975 
  Bloom, Allan.  The Closing of the American Mind, 1987 
  Holmes, Arthur.  Faith Seeks Understanding, 1971 
 Correspondence, 1946-1980 
 Class Lectures, 1976 (Digital) 
Dissertation for Doctor of Philosophy at Yale University, “The Lordship of God in the 
Theology of Karl Barth,” 1945 
 Lectures  
  Address to General Synod, 1954 
  An Introduction to Liberal Education, Vols. I, II, 1964 
  Artificial Intelligence, 1983 
  Christian Faith and Human Culture, 1959 (2 folders) 
  Concern for World Order, 1956 
  Contra:  The Religious Right, 1996 
  Critique of Contemporary Culture, 1968 
  Essay on Modernization, 1971 
  Faith of Ancient Israel, 1989 
  Faith, Science, and the Future, 1979 
  Farewell Remarks, 1980 
  Honors Day Address, 1953, 1955 
  Hope College Alumni, 1972, 1977, 1981 
  I Really Wanted to be a Truck Driver, 1980 
  Ideology and Education, 1982 
  Indefinability of the Moral, 1983 
  Is It a Game?  Academic Relevance, 1983 
  Issues and Perspectives, 1982, 1985 (2 folders) 
  Last Chance Speech, 1962 
  Meaning of the Moral, 1979 
  Moral Absolute or Ethical Unconditional, 1985 
  Morality's Paradigm, 1984 
  New Look at Ethics, 1983 
  New Morality, 1967 
  On Historicity, 1972 
  On the Nature of Human Reasoning, n.d. (3 folders) 
  On the Responsibility of Science, 1971 
  Panama Canal Treaties, 1978 
  Phi Beta Kappa Initiation Dinner, 1980 
  Reflection, 1975 
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Box 2 
 
  Reflections on the Christian Belief in the Sinfulness of Man, 1984 
  Reflections:  Lectures, Adult Education Class, First Presbyterian Church, 1997 
  Requiem for Philosophy, 1978 
  Role of Philosophy, 1974 
  A Rose is a Rose is a Rose, 1982 
  Stopper Words, 1989 
  Tribute to A. J. Muste, 1967 
  Understanding The Human Enterprise, n.d. 
  2 + 2 = 4, or A New Look at Rationality, 1986 
  Where We Seem To Be in Liberal Arts Education, n.d. 
 Manuscripts 
  Ethics, 1994 
  Harrison Academy, 1985 
  Intending and Proving, 1964 (3 folders) 
  An Introduction to Liberal Education, n.d. 
  On the Nature of Language, n.d. 
  Religion:  An Inquiry, n.d. 
Who Was I? (Professional Memoirs), 1992  
 Newspaper Clippings, 1962-1980 
 Notes, 1953 
 Photographs, 1975, n.d. (14 images, 7 negatives) 
 Proposals 
  Area Distribution Graduation Requirement, 1972 
  Development of Mini-Seminars Program, 1975 
  N.E.H. Grant, 1977 
 Sermon, This is Your Ministry, 1976 
 Teaching Record, 1947-1981 
